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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle communication system including a communica-
tions link and optionally a vehicle position indicator provided
ata facility. A visual indicator is provided that is attachable to
orusable in a non-official passenger vehicle to alert other road
users that a vehicle is traveling in an emergency situation. A
communications link and optionally a vehicle position loca-
tor are also attachable to or usable in a non-official passenger
vehicle to communicate with the facility to alert the facility
that the vehicle is traveling to the facility in an emergency
situation. The visual indicator may be a flashing light, or a
lighted warning message or symbol, and may be a one-time
use light or may be operable only after receipt of an activation
code from the facility.

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
VEHICLE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/714,012, filed on Feb. 26, 2010, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a vehicle communication
system designed to allow a driver of a vehicle to let other road
users and a medical or other facility know that the driver is
traveling in an emergency situation.

2. Description of the Related Art

Emergency or other types of official vehicles have well-
known methods of letting other road users know that they are
traveling in an emergency situation. These typically include
powerful flashing lights and sirens that alert other road users
to yield to the emergency vehicle. However, there is at present
no way for a non-emergency or non-official vehicle, such as a
passenger car, to let other road users know that an emergency
exists and that the car is traveling in an emergency situation
and preferably should be allowed priority and courtesy on the
road.

There are various situations in which a person traveling in
a passenger car, or other non-official vehicle may have a
legitimate emergency situation in which it is desirable for
them to be able to travel quickly to seek medical or other help.
It is not always convenient, necessary or desirable for such a
person to have to wait for a medical transport vehicle, such as
an ambulance, to transport them to a medical facility. Various
medical situations are relatively predictable in advance, and a
vehicle user who knows that such a situation could arise could
benefit from a predetermined arrangement with law enforce-
ment and/or medical personnel to allow them to travel with
systems to alert other road users to an emergency situation.
Some situations that may arise to allow for someone to
qualify for such an arrangement include imminent childbirth,
chronic medical conditions that may have emergent episodes,
potential recipients on organ transplant waiting lists, and the
like.

It is desirable to provide an alternative solution to members
of the public to alert others that they are driving in an emer-
gency situation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an arrangement of the present invention, a
vehicle communication system is disclosed. The vehicle
communication system includes a communications link and
optionally a vehicle position indicator provided at a facility. A
visual indicator is provided that is attachable to or usable in a
non-official passenger vehicle to alert other road users that a
vehicle is traveling in an emergency situation. A communi-
cations link and optionally a vehicle position locator are also
attachable to or usable in a non-official passenger vehicle to
communicate with the facility to alert the facility that the
vehicle is traveling to the facility in an emergency situation.

The visual indicator may be a flashing light, or a lighted
warning message or symbol, and may be a one-time use light
or may be operable only after receipt of an activation code
from the facility. The visual indicator can include at least one
of OLED and LED light bulbs, and/or can comprise chemi-
luminescent materials.
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In some arrangements, the visual indicator is in communi-
cation with the communications link, and is operable only
after receipt of an activation code from the facility. The visual
indicator in some arrangements is activatable by a user at any
time after receipt of the activation code from the facility.
Alternatively, or in addition, the visual indicator can be acti-
vatable by the facility while the user is traveling.

In another arrangement of the invention, a method of com-
municating to road users includes the steps of providing at
least one of a communications link and a vehicle position
indicator provided at a facility, and providing at least one of a
communications link and a vehicle position locator attach-
able to or usable in a non-official passenger vehicle to com-
municate with the at least one of a communications link and
avehicle position indicator provided at the facility to alert the
facility that the vehicle is traveling to the facility in an emer-
gency situation. A visual indicator is provided which is
attachable to or usable in a non-official passenger vehicle to
alert other road users that a vehicle is traveling in an emer-
gency situation. The visual indicator is activated such that the
vehicle user can only use the visual indicator once before
either obtaining another visual indicator or receiving an acti-
vation code from the facility.

In the various arrangements, the communications link is
provided at a law enforcement, emergency or emergency-
associated facility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

There are shown in the drawings arrangements which are
presently discussed, it being understood, however, that the
invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and
instrumentalities shown, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an arrangement of a vehicle
communication system according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of another arrangement of a
vehicle communication system according to the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention is directed to a vehicle communica-
tion system designed to allow a driver of a vehicle to let other
road users and a medical or other facility know that the driver
is traveling in an emergency situation.

There are various situations in which a person traveling in
a passenger car, or other non-official vehicle may have a
legitimate emergency situation in which it is desirable for
them to be able to travel quickly to seek medical or other help.
Many of these situations are relatively predictable in advance,
and the vehicle user could benefit from a predetermined
arrangement with law enforcement and/or medical personnel
to allow them to travel with systems to alert other road users
to an emergency situation. Some situations that may arise to
allow for someone to qualify for such an arrangement include
imminent childbirth, chronic medical conditions that may
have emergent episodes, potential recipients on organ trans-
plant waiting lists, and the like.

The vehicle communication system according to the
present invention may require permission from local law
enforcement officials to be operated, and is not intended to
allow users of the system to circumvent any traffic laws. For
example, it is not intended that a user of the system would
travel at speeds that are faster than the posted speed limit on
a particular road, or that a user of the system would drive
through red traffic lights or stop signs, similar to the privileges
afforded to drivers of emergency vehicles. Rather, it can oper-
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ate as signal to other road users that the vehicle operator is
requesting the courtesy of other road users to yield or give
way to the vehicle using the system.

The vehicle communication system 10 can include a visual
indicator 12, acommunications link 14, and in some arrange-
ments, a vehicle locator system 16. The communications link
14 can be arranged to communicate with a facility system 20.

The visual indicator 12 can be one of a flashing light (for
example, an orange, white, yellow or other color light that
would not be associated with emergency services or medical
personnel as blue, red, or green may be), a lighted or flashing
warning message such as “medical emergency” or other
wording, a lighted or flashing warning symbol, or any other
light-based indicator to other road users. In order to differen-
tiate the visual indicator 12 from emergency vehicles, in one
arrangement the lighted message or symbol is permanently
lit, and does not flash. In other arrangements, flashing lights
may be provided. The visual indicator 12 can be provided as
a reusable light that can be placed in the front or rear wind-
screen, in the side windows or on top of the vehicle. The
visual indicator 12 does not need to provide as powerful an
illumination as a typical official vehicle such as a police car or
ambulance. Thus, the visual indicator 12 can be battery pow-
ered, or connected to the vehicle’s 12V power system. In
preferred arrangements, the visual indicators can include
OLEDs, LEDs, or other compact bulbs such as halogen bulbs.
For increased visibility, retroreflective and fluorescent mate-
rials can be included in the visual indicator 12. The visual
indicator 12 can be provided with suction cups, an adhesive
film, hooks, bungee cords, or any other suitable means of
attachment to the vehicle.

In one arrangement, the visual indicator 12 can be a one-
time use sign or indicator, or a pseudo one-time use indicator.
An advantage of a one-time use indicator is that it discourages
the vehicle user from mis-using or abusing the vehicle com-
munication system 10 by using it in situations that are not
really medical emergencies. Such a system can reassure law
enforcement officials that the visual indicator 12 can be
trusted, and can therefore be permitted to operate on public
roads. The one-time use feature can be a pseudo one-time use
feature in that the indicator 12 can be designed to be reused,
but it includes a programming code built in to the visual
indicator 12 that can only be operated by the medical facility
system 20, or another system. The visual indicator can be
programmed to operate only once after it has been activated
by the medical facility system 20, until it is returned to the
medical facility, or the user contacts the medical facility and
asks them to remotely reactivate the visual indicator 12. Thus,
the user does not have the authority to reset the programming
code to allow unrestricted use. Alternatively, the visual indi-
cator 12 can be a true one-time use, or disposable indicator.
For example, the visual indicator 12 can be lit, for example,
with chemical luminescence or electroluminescence that is
only designed to be operated once.

In yet another arrangement, the visual indicator 12 can be
operated only by the medical facility system 20. This can be
done after the communications link 14 has been activated, and
the driver of the vehicle has spoken to personnel at the medi-
cal facility. Once the medical facility personnel have verified
that a true medical emergency exists, they can remotely acti-
vate the visual indicator 12. Again, this provides an advantage
in that it discourages the vehicle user from mis-using or
abusing the visual indicator 12 by using it in situations that are
not really medical emergencies, and can reassure law
enforcement officials as to the veracity of the usage of the
visual indicator 12.
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In one arrangement, the visual indicator 12 can be provided
on a flexible, transparent film 18 that is adhered to the interior
surface of one or more of the vehicle’s windows, by peeling
off a backing sheet 19 to reveal an adhesive layer. The visual
indicator 12 can include printed wording such as “medical
emergency” that can be lit by, for example, OLEDs, LEDs,
and/or other electroluminescent, chemiluminescent, and/or
phosphorescent materials.

The communications link 14 and the vehicle locator sys-
tem 16 can be provided separately, or can be part of one
device. For example, they can be provided within a vehicle-
based device which also incorporates the visual indicator 12,
or they can alternatively be provided separately from the
visual indicator 12. In one arrangement, both the vehicle
locator system 16 and the communications link 14 can be
provided on a position-locating enabled smart phone 15. In
another arrangement, the communications link 14 can be
provided as part of a mobile telephone or smart phone, with
the vehicle locator system 16 can be a pre-installed GPS
system in the vehicle. In the arrangement where the vehicle
system 10 comprising the communications link 14, vehicle
locator system 16 and visual indicator 12 are provided in a
single discrete unit, this unit may be provided to a user by a
medical facility on a temporary or rental basis, until the need
for its use is no longer necessary, when it can be provided to
a different user. The unit may be placed onto the dashboard or
rear parcel shelf of the vehicle so that the visual indicator 12
may be seen by other road users, but the occupants of the car
can also operate the communications link 14 from the interior
of the vehicle.

The facility system 20 can be located at a hospital, police
department, fire station, doctors office, or any other facility
that may have arranged with their patient or user population to
allow use of the communication system 10. The facility sys-
tem 20 is set up to receive incoming communications from the
communications link 14, for example, using the cellular tele-
phone network via a communications link 22. These incom-
ing communications may include but are not limited to (1) an
initial communication that the user has turned on their com-
munication system 10 and is traveling to the facility; (2)
position information from the vehicle locator system 16 to
alert staff at the facility as to the approximate location of the
vehicle bearing the communication system 10, via a vehicle
position indicator 24; (3) approximate time to arrival of the
vehicle bearing the communication system 10 at the facility.
The approximate time to arrival can be calculated based on
the position of the vehicle, the speed at which the vehicle is
traveling and any known road conditions or other speed limits
that are applicable. The facility system 20 may display a map
showing the location of the vehicle at any time after activation
of the communications link 14.

The communications link 14 may also be set up for hands-
free voice communication so that the driver or passenger of
the vehicle can talk to medical or law enforcement personnel
while traveling. The voice communication may use standard
cellular telephone services, such as bluetooth, or a car-based
system such as On-Star® or the like. Voice communication
can be very useful to allow the driver to relay information
about the patient’s condition to medical staff, to allow medi-
cal staff to provide information or ask questions, to calm the
driver and patient, and even to provide directions if the driver
is unsure of the best route to the medical facility, due to traffic
or other road impediments.

As previously indicated, the vehicle communication sys-
tem 10 provides advantages to the user in alerting other road
users to the desirability of extending courtesy to the driver
traveling in an emergency situation. It can also alert law
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enforcement officers as to the condition of the vehicle. It also
alerts a medical facility that the user is traveling, and in some
arrangements, provides the position of the user to the medical
facility. These features can greatly reduce stress on the driver
of'the vehicle, as they can be supported on their journey to the
medical facility, calmed if necessary by instructions or ques-
tions from the medical staff, and can feel that they are warning
other road users of their need to proceed in an unimpeded and
quick manner to the medical facility. This reduction in stress
can improve safety by allowing the driver to concentrate on
the road conditions and on driving safely. The medical staff
can also prepare for the patient’s arrival and can obtain valu-
able information while the patient is in-transit.

It should be understood that the examples and arrange-
ments described herein are for illustrative purposes only and
that various modifications or changes in light thereof will be
obvious to persons skilled in the art, and that such modifica-
tions or changes are to be included within the spirit and
purview of this application. Moreover, the invention can take
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential attributes thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle communication system comprising:

a communications link provided at a facility, wherein the
facility is at least one of a law enforcement facility,
medical facility, fire department or medical transport
facility;

a visual indicator attachable to or usable in a non-official
passenger vehicle to alert other road users that the
vehicle is traveling in an emergency situation, wherein
the visual indicator is in addition to the vehicle’s stan-
dard running lights;

a communications link attachable to or usable in the
vehicle and selectively operable by a passenger in the
vehicle to communicate with the communications link
provided at the facility,

wherein the visual indicator is in communication with the
communications link at the facility, and is activatable by
the passenger in the vehicle only after receipt of an
activation code transmitted via the communications link
from the facility.

2. The vehicle communication system according to claim

1, wherein the visual indicator comprises at least one of
OLED and LED light bulbs.

3. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the visual indicator comprises chemiluminescent
materials.
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4. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the visual indicator is a one-time use indicator.

5. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the visual indicator is activatable by the passenger
in the vehicle at any time after receipt of the activation code
from the facility.

6. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the visual indicator, and the communications link
provided in or for the vehicle are provided in a single unit.

7. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the visual indicator is provided separately from the
communications link provided in or for the vehicle.

8. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, wherein the communications link provided in or for the
vehicle is provided on a smart phone.

9. A method of communicating to road users comprising
the steps of:

providing a communications link at a facility, wherein the
facility is at least one of a law enforcement facility,
medical facility, fire department or medical transport
facility;

providing a communications link attachable to or usable in
anon-official passenger vehicle and selectively operable
by a passenger in the vehicle to communicate with the
communications link provided at the facility to alert the
facility that the vehicle is traveling to the facility in an
emergency situation;

providing a visual indicator attachable to the vehicle to
alert other road users that the vehicle is traveling in an
emergency situation, wherein the visual indicator is in
addition to the vehicles standard running lights; and

activating the visual indicator, the visual indicator being
selectively operable by the passenger in the vehicle,
wherein the visual indicator is in communication with
the communications link provided at the facility, and is
activatable by the passenger in the vehicle only after
receipt of an activation code transmitted via the commu-
nications link from the facility.

10. The vehicle communication system according to claim
1, further comprising a vehicle position indicator provided at
the facility in communication with the communications link
provided in or for the vehicle to indicate the position of the
vehicle to the facility.
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